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employ specifics of their own, which may or may not
do either harm or good, or some proprietary remedy,
which is usually innocuous and often useless. They
probably effect a number of real or supposed cures., and
often gain a great reputation in their district, being
looked upon by the ignorant as public benefactors.

In concluding the present superficial account of
some of the aspects of the question of social disease,
stress should perhaps be laid upon the fact that, in
spite of the wide prevalence of syphilis and gonorrhoea,
the ignorance displayed by sufferers as to the nature
of these diseases, particularly by the uneducated
classes, is found to be astounding. It is not generally
realized that both gonorrhoea and syphilis are both
very dangerous diseases and that, if remedial measures
are not taken in time, the most serious after-effects
may follow; that syphilis, for example, is a frequent
predisposing cause of fatal nervous diseases such as
locomotor ataxia and general paralysis of the insane,
and may also be hereditary, giving rise to insanity,
deficiencies of sight or hearing and physical malforma-
tions. Gonorrhoea is probably regarded generally as
a comparatively mild affection, and it is not usually
realized that it may also set up grave secondary
troubles or hereditary defects. This ignorance leads
at times to the most amazing acts of folly; cases have
been known where unmarried girls, pregnant, and
afflicted with venereal disease, have remained on the
streets and continued to ply their trade, until within
actually a fortnight of the time of their confinement.

There is a most dangerous superstition among the
more ignorant that venereal disease may be purged
from the system if the woman affected gives birth to a
child, and a belief is also current to the effect that a
sufferer will be cured if he or she can succeed in
infecting another person. These superstitions are
credited, and acted upon, to-day in London.

Although  tke?? P&7  be  good  grounds  for  the